
Christ Our Savior “Abbreviated” Newsletter 
News without the traditional newsletter  For Early April, 2020 

 

Dear COS Family,  
The following items of news are intended to bring you the news we need the most. Our 
traditional monthly newsletter seemed out of place at this time. Many of the items we normally 
publish, such as a calendar with many question marks and no firm events, would be of little 
value. More news will be published when we have news to bring to you. The schedule for that 
will be about as erratic as news from the Governor or President. Pray for both of them.  
Pastor George & Whitney Kesler 

 

PASTOR JOHNSON ARRIVES AT COS 
Pastor Russell Johnson will be installed as our new fulltime resident pastor on March 29. We are not 

sure exactly how that process will be carried out. Your elected 
congregation leaders and Pastor Winningham, our Circuit Visitor 
have been planning to carry out that installation with a very small 
gathering at noon on that date. However, the statewide lockdown 
discourages a group gathering, we will wait for a more festive 

welcome event for the future. Be ready to welcome him and his family among us.  
Here is a partial prayer list to use in anticipation of Pastor Johnson’s ministry start-up among us. Pray… 

1. For a clear path for them to follow in relocating to Holland.  
2. For a smoothed out time of transition. (That may seem bizarre from today’s view, but pray for 

God to empower the events.) 
3. For the people of St. Luke Lutheran Church in Clinton Township who are now without a pastor.  

 
COS FINANCIAL STRENGTH – HOW TO SUSTAIN IT 
The move to “virtual church” status where we cannot gather for worship in person leaves all of us “at 
home” in the most literal sense. Many of us will feel stuck … even if we really like our homes. We feel 
cut off from our Christ Our Savior family. Worship together seems like a distant joy, and a talking head 
on a computer screen or cell phone only goes so far. This is a great loss. A secondary consequence of 
cancelled worship services is the stoppage of weekly offerings.  
Over the last twelve months we have been blessed by many faithful givers. Our Christ Our Savior family 
has pulled together to raise our collective giving so that our checking account balance at the end of 
February exceeded $26,000. A year ago we were struggling to pay our bills on time. We thank you for 
your generosity.  
Our regular giving usually arrives in the offering plates on Sunday morning. That pattern has suddenly 
been stopped. Bills will keep arriving even while we are absent from worship, Bible study, choir and bells 
practice, or other events. The current bank balance will fund our spending for about five or six weeks.  
So let’s encourage one another to fill the vacuum. Consider some options you might use.   

1. Mail your offering checks to Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, 3151 N. 120th Ave., Holland, MI 
49424. Enclose it in your offering envelope and put your return address on the envelope to 
assure that your gift is processed accurately.  

2. Use online bill pay from your bank or credit union. Most financial institutions will process these 
transactions with no charge to you. If you start this process, please notify Nelva DeBoer, our 
financial secretary, of your plan so she can properly reconcile who gave what. 

Thank you for your faithful support for the Gospel ministry among us. 



COPING WITH A VERY VAGUE VIRUS  
We all know there is a dangerous virus spreading throughout the world. We all know we don’t want it in  
our lives. We all know now that our best defenses are (1) to wash your hands often and (2) to stay away 
from other people. I would offer the opinion that our two step defense approach outlined here is a very 
thin defense wall. We just do not know very much about 
how this vague virus really works, and we know even less 
about how to fix it. So what do we do? Let me suggest a few 
things we can do as God’s people in the Christ Our Savior 
family to move life forward.  

1. Trust in God:  God our Father created each one of 
us and brought us to this point through all of our 
life experiences both ups and downs. Praise the 
Lord. We know that He will continues to provide for 
us and He will protect us from all evil. These 
promises not only give us comfort, but they also encourage us to place our trust in Him so that 
we can resist the temptation to allow fear to grip our lives. Fear is an enemy that leads us to 
destruction. God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will lead us to overcome fear and rest in 
His peace. 

2. Pray for the nation and specifically for family, neighbors, COS family, Holland-Zeeland 
community, and for the President of our United States as well as the Michigan Governor.  The 
power of prayer is amazing, even if we cannot measure it in quantifiable terms. Spend some of 
our “isolation” time praying. Use the time that is given to us. 

3. Common sense protection: The CDC and our Governor also offer us some wisdom. It is worth 
following. If we have our trust in the Lord, we would still follow our common sense to not stand 
outside when we see a tornado coming. In the same way, we do not want to take unnecessary 
risks in the face of the rising tide of viral infections. Washing your hands; avoid people contact.  

4. Care for each other: Family and friends may need help that we can provide for each other. Some 
of that aid will come in the form of phone calls, e-mail messages, or even cards and letters if we 
have not forgotten how to use them. Words of encouragement can be particularly uplifting 
when we feel stuck at home. Use the time to lift up each other. When you need to make the 
occasional grocery or drug store trip, fill in a friend’s food or medication needs. Just drop it off 
on the doorstep without making person to person contact.  

5. Adjust as changes come at us quickly – On March 15, we were in worship together; now we are 
isolated with more stuff shut down every day. Changes around us require daily adjustments in 
how we cope to meet our basic needs. Stay flexible.  
 

WORSHIP PLANS FOR APRIL 
Worship schedule is a tough topic to address.  

• The biggest Christian celebration of the year – Resurrection Sunday – is only two weeks away. 
We have big plans for that Sunday and Holy Week leading up to it.  

• Our Governor has announced that we should all STAY HOME, at least until the day after Easter.  

• We cancelled in-person worship for March 22 and now for March 29. These steps seemed to be 
the best move for the health and safety of us all.  

How shall we balance these factors to develop a plan for the next month? The situation changes daily,; 
our schedule will change also. So pray for the return to normal. Watch carefully in your e-mail and USPS 
mail. We will get the message out as soon as we have visibility. 

 



COMMUNICATE DURING COVID-19 
Families thrive when they clearly communicate with each other. Our church family needs the same clear 
sharing of ideas and plans. Since we cannot communicate face to face right now, we need to be more 
intentional about using other forms of sending and receiving messages. Most of us have some 
combinations of telephone, e-mail, text messaging, facebook, and US postal service. Let’s use them to 
keep in touch. When you have something to say or a need you cannot meet, engage.  Take the first step 
to connect. 
 

Humor Insert – Groaner – “The spices in my cabinet were so old I had to throw them out.” 
“What a waste of thyme!” 
 

From the church to you, we will attempt to send with at least one (perhaps more than one) message 
each week.  

1. Our primary means will be e-mail.  That avenue reaches most of the entire group quickly.   
2. For those without e-mail, we will attempt a combination of USPS and phone contact to keep us 

all in the loop.  

 
CALENDAR FOR APRIL 
From the perspective of March 25, 2020, we find it very difficult to predict any events that might happen 
in April. Therefore, we will not be publishing a calendar for April until we have something to announce. 
The State of Michigan is under a “Stay at Home” order from Governor Whitmer. We will publicize the 
restart of church activities when events become possible again.  
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The Christ Our Savior church office will be closed until further notice. We are asking Whitney to gather 
the mail, process the incoming correspondence and phone calls, and serve as the message center for the 
immediate future. We will not have traffic in and out of the doors. If you need help from our church 
connect in these ways: 

• Messages – leave your message on the church phone.  

• Church Council business – Jean Vizithum – 616-886-0036 

• Pastoral Assistance – Pastor Johnson – Church phone  
This week – Pastor Hamilton – 616-566-9519 

• Assistance from Elders – Tom Nunheimer – 616-990-7474 

 
??THE PALM SUNDAY VOTERS MEETING?? 
On March 15, we received official notice at our worship service that we would hold a special Voters 
Meeting on April 5. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on a proposal for the church to assist Pastor 
Johnson with the financing of his home purchase in Holland. The Michigan District Church Extension 
Fund provides the funds, but requires that the deal runs through the congregation.  

• CEF offers good rates and terms. They CEF loans to churches, and the church loans the same 
money to the pastor.  

• The pastor pays the church, and the church pays CEF through payroll deduction.  
COS used the same arrangement with Pastor Schleicher. Now the world has turned upside down; we 
can’t meet; we still need to vote. Since we can’t meet, you will receive a written explanation through the 
USPS mail in a few days asking for your vote. Please read it and respond. For questions, contact Tom 
Nunheimer, Lila Overbeek, George Hamilton or Jean Vizithum.  


