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Reflections from Pastor Johnson - "Theology of the Suffering” Part One 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This month I have a part one of a  two-part letter to you on the 

“Theology of Suffering” part one for August and part two coming in 

September.  

In this day and age, children face a far more defective world than that 

of the children of previous decades.  Every day they are bombarded 

with the pressures and influences of drugs, sex, violence and now pan-

demic. Parents are left feeling helpless, as every godly principle they 

teach their children is contradicted by the corrupt principles of this de-

fective world.  But the truth is, God is good, and He has a plan for ef-

fectively (and Biblically) raising your children.  

  One of the ways that Christian parents can prepare their kids to win 

life's biggest battles is to teach them to suffer well. A "Theology of Suf-

fering" might be described as follows… 

*- Life is hard, but God is good! See Romans 8:28  

*- Life is unjust, but God is sovereign! See Psalm 115:3 

*- Old Testament Roots? Joseph in Genesis 37-50  

*- New Testament Command? 1 Peter 2:21-23 

Bottom line, we need to prepare our kids and grandkids (and ourselves, 

and ourselves, yes I repeated myself, and ourselves) that persecution, 

suffering, and natural disasters of all sorts are an expected reality in the 

Christian life, and so we should learn how to help them grow and our-

selves through suffering.  The best way, of course, is to continue to re-

ceive all the good gifts God has prepared for us in His Holy Word and 

His Blessed Sacraments. The means of grace, Scripture, Baptism, The 

Lord’s Supper. They feed us and sustain us body and spirit.  These 

truths, that we live in a fallen world and God’s creation is broken be-

cause of our sin. became very personal to all of us when we see news of 

pandemic all around us and social unrest in so many cities.  In all of our 

lives we face a great number of difficulties and as a result, there will be 

days when we weep because of the suffering we face. There will also be 

days when we rejoice in our pain as we know that we serve a great and 

powerful God who knows exactly what He is doing, even if we do not. 

Through all this, our faith will be tried in ways we never expect.  

 

     Continued on page 2 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%208.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20115.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%202.21-23
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Reflections from Pastor Johnson  -  continued from page 1 

  In our hearts we know that each day despondency and depression are close at hand. If we do not 

admit this, if we try to tell others that we are all smiles, never doubting God for even a moment, we 

would be terrible liars.  2 Corinthians 1: 3-4 tells us “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we 

may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves 

are comforted by God.” What this is teaching us is that God allows us to endure suffering and afflic-

tion and that He comforts us in that affliction. In turn, we then can comfort others in their suffering, 

with the same comfort we received from God. That is to say that one of the reasons we endure suf-

fering is so we can be comforted and in turn we can comfort others who suffer. 

  It sounds like a crazy revolving door, yet it makes a lot of sense. If the world were just one giant 

accidental cosmic burp, as evolution teaches us, then there is not one thing in which we can find com-

fort in our suffering. In fact, according to the theory of evolution, suffering and affliction should be 

exalted because it is what culls the weaker of the species off. We should not seek to comfort those 

who are hurting; we should let them die off because they are too weak to handle the harsh realities 

of life.  Yet, it is in the gospel that we find the reason for comfort. God created the entire universe, 

this massive, seemingly endless expanse. And tucked away in one tiny portion of it, He created a 

planet where He placed mankind. There, He placed the breath of life into man and gave him domin-

ion over all His creation. God gave man but one command, to not eat of the tree of knowledge of 

good and evil. Yet, Adam, in his wanton rebellion, ate of the tree, ushering in death and forever 

tainting mankind in sin. The creation was perfect, no suffering, no death, and no affliction. Yet, the 

perfect creation was forever marred by the sin of man. Now mankind must endure suffering because 

of the wickedness of his heart. God then promised Adam that from his descendants would one day 

come a Seed that would defeat death and redeem fallen man. In that promise was comfort. It was a 

promise that despite what man brought upon himself, God would one day rescue him from it. That 

promise was fulfilled when the Son of God came down from His throne and took on humanity. Jesus 

Christ lived a life of perfect obedience to the law of God, yet He willing received the wrath of the 

Father at the cross and took the full punishment that all sinners deserve. Following His death, Christ 

was buried in the tomb, yet rose Himself three days later, defeating sin and death. God promised 

comfort to those who would recognize their sinfulness before a holy Judge, who would repent of 

those sins and throw themselves at the foot of the blood stained cross, crying out in faith to the One 

who had died for them. That comfort was given when sinners were made sinless in the eyes of God, 

being given the righteousness of Christ in exchange for the sinful burden He nailed to the cross. 

  All those who have ever trusted in Christ – those looking forward from the promise made to Adam 

in the garden and those looking back at the finished work of the cross – have the comfort of knowing 

that their sins are forgiven and that they will experience eternal life in the presence of their Savior. 

But they also have comfort in knowing two other things. One, that when they enter into that eternal 

life, all pain and suffering will come to an end. And that, too, while in this life, all the pain and suffer-

ing they endure will happen only because the sovereign will of God has allowed it. No momentary 

affliction, no matter how intense, will be felt without the express decree of God. And in that is great 

comfort, because if God has willed it, then it is for His glory and our ultimate good. Next month in 

part two we answer the question: How can pain and suffering be good?  

 

                                                  In Christ and His Service, 

                                                           Pastor Johnson 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%201.%203-4
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Mission Spotlight 

POBLO International Ministries -by God's grace and our partnership has completed 25 years (Dec, 

2019) of sharing the love of Jesus by  meeting the physical, social, and spiritual  needs of Muslins 

and other immigrants and refugees in relevant ways in the USA, Canada, Northern India, and Paki-

stan. 

                 They now have full time (male & female) missionaries in 8 districts of LCMS. They are 

working on starting 8 new mission fields across America in 2020. 

                  POBLO is now facing the challenges of Covid-19 with the temporary shutdown.  They 

are trying to support their missionaries and families plus almost 40 refugees and asylum seeker fami-

lies. 

                  Their PRAYER is that as partners we would remember them  in our prayers and step up 

and support the ministry financially at this difficult time of need.     www.poblo.org 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group News 

 

Direct Your Dollars - The Youth are collecting full receipts for any Spartan store i.e., Family Fare and 

D & W are just a couple.  The receipts can come from anyone or any store as long as it has the Di-

rect Your Dollars box on it.  The entire receipt is needed please.  For every 150,000 points turned 

in, we will receive $1000.00!   

 

 

 

 

 

Hand2Hand Fund raiser  

 

COS will have a curbside pickup of a delicious chicken picnic dinner on Thursday, August 13 from 

5:30-7:00. Ticket prices will be $10 for ages 13 and over, $5 for ages 5-12. The money made by sell-

ing tickets will go into a special fund for Hand2Hand to buy food for providing weekend meals for 

needy Eagle Crest children. The deadline for purchasing tickets will be Sunday, August 9. Tickets 

available after church or in the office during the week.  

 

Questions? Ask Jane Martinsen or Ann in the office.  
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BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING AND HEALTH BOARD 

Blood Pressure screenings will be August 9 & 23 following the 

worship service. 

 

AUGUST, written by Ellie Aubel 

August has 31 days. 

Use each one to give God praise. 

God will be blessing always. 

United our voices we’ll raise 

Stay close to jesus—it pays. 

Take time to worship Sundays. 

 

August has 31 days. Use each one to give God praise. It is National Immunization Month. Get 

your children ready for school and college. August is the month for caring. Kindness is caring for 

others even when they may not care for you. Keep healthy. 

 

God bless, 

Kathryn Mackey, Parish Nurse 

   

 

 

                      COS Book Club 2020/2021 

 

 

When: Tuesday, August 25th at 7pm 

 

Who: Anyone that enjoys reading and would like to share their thoughts with others. 

 

What: Join us for a light snack as we decide which books we would like to read this upcoming 

year. Bring your own ideas and check out the list on the Church Happenings bulletin board. 

 

The first book will be handed out at the meeting. Please contact Jenni Brinker if you have any 

questions or would like a copy of the list emailed to you. 

                                                     September’s Book 

 

“Call the Midwife” A Memoir of Birth, Joy and Hard Times by Jennifer Worth 

 

In the 1950s, twenty-two-year-old Jenny Lee leaves her comfortable home to move into a con-

vent and become a midwife in London's East End slums. While delivering babies all over the city, 

Jenny encounters a colorful cast of women—from the plucky, warm-hearted nuns with whom she 

lives, to the woman with twenty-four children who can't speak English, to the prostitutes of the 

city's seedier side. 
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The Divine Service and our Liturgy 

The Invocation 

 (Matthew 18:20, 28:19, John 16:23, Colossians 3:17) 

The first part of our service is the Invocation. When were these words first spoken over you? At 

your baptism. It was through God's gift of baptism that you were each called by God and made His 

own child. At your baptism, the sign of the cross was made upon your forehead and upon your 

heart. It is why Luther suggests that at the Invocation, you make the sign of the cross - reminding 

you that today you, as a redeemed child of God, are gathered here by that same God, in His house. 

You are not here because you deserve to be, of your own good works. Instead, you come to God's 

house each Sunday because God has called you to gather around His Word and His Sacrament, 

through His Holy Spirit. It is this same Holy Spirit which calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church. 

 

The words of the invocation are words that call us to repentance and remembrance of the fact that 

we are God's children, children which He has made us such through water and His Word - His first 

gift to us. Let us hear God’s Word again and respond. 

 

 

 

Worship for at home folks 

Worship Anew  

11:30 A.M. on local  cable channel 54 or Xfinity 

channel 21  

Or 

                 www.cosholland.com  

by going to the “Sermons & Media” section 

 

Lutheran Hour radio – Sunday morning broadcast 

  

6:30 A.M.  105.7 FM  WSRW Grand Rapids 

 

7:00 A.M.    720 AM  WGN Chicago  

Please check your calendars and sign-

up on the sheet located on the 

bulletin board if you would like to 

read the Old Testament and Epistle 

Lessons for the Divine Service. Pastor 

Johnson will meet with you and go 

over the Readings the week before 

you are assigned. 

 

 

Worship Service  

Scripture Lesson Readers  
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    Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 Invites you to  

The 39th Biennial Convention  

Thursday, June 24–Sunday, June 27, 2021 

                                                 Rupp Arena • Lexington, Kentucky  

Please consider volunteering to assist at the 2021 National LWML Convention in Lexington, KY 

June 24-27, 2021. There are many jobs to be done from registration to meeting and greeting at-

tendees at the airport to handing out bulletins for worship services to childcare. There are volun-

teer forms on the table in front of the sound booth that you can take and fill out and mail to the 

name and address on the form. You can also go to lwmlindiana.org and find the form there, and 

fill it out and then return it via email to the same person. 

  

There are usually 3,000 – 5,000 LWML members attending this convention, and the opportunity 

to worship and praise our Lord Jesus and participate in Holy Communion with so many fellow 

Christians is an experience that you don’t want to miss! 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

Won’t you please help feed a hungry child?  COS in conjunction with our neighbors at Westshore 

Community Church will again be providing weekend food bags for children at Eagle Crest 

School.  We provide breakfast and snack bags which Westshore combines with dinner in weekend 

bags.  We then pick up and help deliver the bags to the school. All the food items must be INDI-

VIDUAL size.  There is a list of food items posted near the box we use for collection.  We can also 

use QUART size plastic zipper bags.  If you would like to help pack bags please see Jane Martin-

sen or Shari Atkinson.  Thank you! Your donations make a difference in the lives of these children. 

At this time we will only be collecting food for Eagle Crest School.   
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THE CONFESSIONS CORNER—Pastor Johnson 

One definition of a Lutheran is a person who believes, teaches, and confesses 

(you will hear me use that line often) the truths of God’s Word as they are 

summarized and confessed in the Book of Concord. Last month we looked at 

an overview of what the BOC is and what it contains including the ecumenical 

creeds, now we will look at seven more statements of faith that the BOC con-

tains. What is the Augsburg Confession and Apology of the Augsburg Confession? 

In the year 1530, the Lutherans were required to present their confession of faith before the Ho-

ly Roman Emperor in Augsburg, Germany. The Augsburg Confession was publicly presented on 

June 25, 1530. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession was written to defend the Augsburg 

Confession. Apology means “defense” when used in this way. What are the Small and Large Cat-

echisms?  Martin Luther wrote two handbooks in 1529 to help families and pastors teach the ba-

sics of the Christian faith. The Small Catechism and the Large Catechism are organized around six 

topics: the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confes-

sion, and the Sacrament of the Altar. The catechisms were so universally accepted that they were 

included as part of the Book of Concord in 1580. What are the Smalcald Articles and the Trea-

tise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope? Martin Luther wrote a set of doctrinal articles in 

1536 for an alliance of Lutheran princes and territories, known as the Smalcaldic League. Luther’s 

articles were widely respected and were eventually included in the Book of Concord. At the 

same meeting that considered Luther’s articles, Philip Melanchthon was asked to expand on the 

subject of the Roman papacy and did so in his treatise, which was also later included in the 

Book of Concord. What are the Epitome and Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord? Af-

ter Luther’s death in 1546, various controversies arose in the Lutheran Church in Germany. After 

much debate and struggle, the Formula of Concord was adopted in 1577 by over eight thousand 

princes, political rulers, theologians, and pastors, effectively ending the controversy. 

Next month who wrote the statements of faith and of what use it is to us in the 21st century. 

In Christ and His Service, 

Pastor Johnson 

 

 

COS Librarian needed 

 

 

 

We have a library that is pretty much self-managing. We need a volunteer to supervise a few 

people to go through the books, organize them and determine which books stay and which 

ones are never read. See Jane Martinsen if you are interested in helping. 

 

 

 

http://bookofconcord.org/augsburgconfession.php
http://bookofconcord.org/defense_greeting.php
http://bookofconcord.org/smallcatechism.php
http://bookofconcord.org/lc-1-intro.php
http://bookofconcord.org/smalcald.php
http://bookofconcord.org/treatise.php
http://bookofconcord.org/treatise.php
http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php
http://bookofconcord.org/sd-preface.php
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SERVERS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

 

August 2       August 9 

Reader—Linda Kievit      Reader– Pat Desire’ 
Acolyte—       Acolyte-   
Ushers—        Ushers— 
Elders—Nunheimer, Fenrich, Brinker, Bareman  Elders—Nunheimer, Fenrich, Brinker, Bareman 
Music— Helen Travis      Music— Ginny Liao 
Greeters—Bruce & Ann Campbell    Greeters—Fenrich family 
Sound—Reimink/Fenrich/Elushik    Sound—Reimink/Fenrich/Elushik 
Screen—Ray Crockford, Heath Brinker   Screen—Ray Crockford  
Altar— Christie Johnson     Altar— Christie Johnson 
Nursery—Not staffed       Nursery—Not staffed  
Refreshments -Teresa & Pete    Refreshments—John & Esther Klug 
Counters— Shari A & Jane M    Counters—Pat V & Teresa Schraudt 
Bulletin Helper— Bernice Wentzel    Bulletin Helper—Bernice  Wentzel 
Flowers—       Flowers— 
 
August 16       August 23 

Reader—Teresa Schraudt     Reader-Rob Shinksky 
Acolyte—       Acolyte- 
Ushers—                       Ushers -  
Elders—Nunheimer, Fenrich, Brinker, Bareman  Elders—Nunheimer, Fenrich, Brinker, Bareman 
Music—Ginny Liao      Music— Helen Travis 
Greeters—Jerry & Nelva DeBoer    Greeters—Jean Vizithum & Karen Nunheimer 
Sound—Reimink/Fenrich/Elushik    Sound—Reimink/Fenrich/Elushik 
Screen—Ray Crockford      Screen—Ray Crockford 
Altar— Christie Johnson     Altar— Christie Johnson 
Nursery—Not staffed       Nursery—Not staffed  
Refreshments - Pat Desire’     Refreshments - Jane 
Counters—Bonnie C & Terry R    Counters—Ken R & Doris K 
Bulletin Helper—Bernice Wentzel    Bulletin Helper—Bernice Wentzel 
Flowers— Pastor & Christie Johnson    Flowers— Pastor & Christie Johnson 
       
August 30        

Reader—Shari Atkinson      
Acolyte—        
Ushers—                         
Elders—Nunheimer, Fenrich, Brinker, Bareman   
Music— Helen Travis       
Greeters—Art Johnson & Pat Desire’   
Sound—Reimink/Fenrich/Elushik     
Screen—Ray Crockford and Heath Brinker    
Altar— Christie Johnson      
Nursery—Not staffed         
Refreshments - Ann C & Lila O      
Counters—Jean V & Rob S    
Bulletin Helper—Bernice Wentzel      
Flowers— John Panning    
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2020 Church Personnel and Leaders 
Pastor: Rev.  Russell Johnson    

 Cell Phone:  (586)342-1384 

 Email:   givenforyou@gmail.com 

Admin. Assistant, Ann Campbell 

 Cell Phone:  (269)903-5708 

 Email work:  coshlld@sbcglobal.net 

 Email home:  bacampbell99@hotmail.com 

Custodian, George Lee   Phone: (616)294-1652 

 

Church Council  

 President, Jean Vizithum Phone:  (616)886-0036 

 Vice President, Rob Shinsky Phone:  (616)953-9125 

 Head Elder, Tom Nunheimer    Phone  (616)994-9558 

Secretary, MaryAnn Hamilton Phone:  (616)566-1421 

Financial Sec Bruce Campbell Phone:   (269)355-1274 

Treasurer, Lila Overbeek Phone:  (231)740-1613 

Stewardship, Pat Desire’ Phone:  (773)756-7792 

Education, Jenni Brinker Phone:  (616)502-5932 

Evangelism, Pat VanSlooten Phone:  (616)402-3462 

Missions, Esther Klug  Phone:  (269)561-2925 

Ministries and Outreach, Shari Atkinson 

    Phone: (616)399-5751 

 Youth Director  

  Carol Garnsey   Phone: (616) 772-9763 

     Cell:     (616) 566-2190 

Christian Life Coordinator, 

  Ann Campbell  Phone:  (269)903-5708 

Nursery Coordinator  

  Rhea Burghuis  Phone:  (616)566-2850 

Elders 

Head Elder, Tom Nunheimer Phone: (616)994-9558 

 Vice Chairman, Art Fenrich Phone: (269)751-8323 

Elder, John Bareman  Phone:  (616)403-8061 

Elder, Heath Brinker   Phone:  (616)502-5932  

 

Trustee Chair and Board 

 Trustee Chair, Rick Elushik Phone: (616)748-5693 

     Phone: (616)212-1859 

John Bareman   Phone: (616)403-8061 

Ken Reimink   Phone: (616)566-0196 

Peter Schraudt   Phone: (616)610-0419 

Ray Crockford   Phone: (616)218-3997 

 

Pianist 

 Ginny Liao 

Organists 

 Cathy Roush   Phone: (616)392-9537 

Helen Travis   Phone: (616)335-5145 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

1  Pastor Johnson 

5 Ken Reimink 

6 Nora Lee Nokielski 

12  Pat Looman, Deb Bareman 

15  Stuart Berghuis 

17   Lila Overbeek 

19   Michele Jacoby 

23  Jesse Schraudt 

24  Tom Vizithum 

28  Jerry DeBoer 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

19 Russel & Christie Johson 

     Dirk & Andrea Teusink 

23  Tom & Jean Vizithum 

24  Mike & Michele Jacoby 

29   Heath & Jenni Brinker 

 

 

mailto:coshlld@sbcglobal.net
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CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3151 North 120th Avenue 

Holland, MI   49424 
 

Phone 616-738-0100 
Website:   www.cosholland.com 

 
Rev. Russell Johnson 
Cell:  (586)342-1384 

Email: givenforyou@gmail.com 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. 
Adult Bible Class 

10:40 a.m.. 
 
 

“Grow God’s Kingdom  
Share God’s Word   
Live Christ’s Love”  


